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Oregon State University is Oregon’s statewide university — defined and distinguished 
by its authenticity, commitment to inclusive excellence, collaboration and innovation. 
As I look back on 2014 and toward our year ahead, I see landmark achievements in 
our efforts to improve student access, conduct world-class research and impact the 
communities we serve.

First, 2014 marked a new era of governance for OSU with the establishment of an 
independent Board of Trustees to help guide Oregon State’s mission to serve the state 
and the needs of its citizens in a growing global economy. 

This past year, we also completed the historic Campaign for OSU, raising $1.14 billion 
to build or renovate 28 OSU buildings, endow 79 new faculty positions and create more 
than 600 new scholarship and fellowship funds that serve 3,200 students. 

Looking ahead, we will build on our recent accomplishments to achieve new 
objectives. In 2015, we will pursue opportunities for innovation, new research and 
program expansion. This fall, we will welcome freshmen to OSU-Cascades for the first 
time as we expand our Bend campus and bring a four-year university to Central Oregon. 

And in Newport and Corvallis, we continue to work on our Marine Studies Initiative. 
This exciting effort encompasses every OSU college as well as our government, industry 
and community partners to address the most daunting challenges and important 
marine opportunities facing the world, including climate change, ocean acidification, 
tsunami preparedness, renewable energy production and food supply.

By 2017, Oregon State is working to create a $60 million forest science complex 
to spur research and development of advanced wood products for use in high-
rise buildings around the world. This initiative will help restore high-paying jobs to 
rural communities, increase the value of Oregon’s natural resources and showcase 
engineered wood products as a sustainable solution for the world’s building needs. 

Through this year and for years to come, we will strive to bring students the best, 
highest quality and most relevant educational opportunities with technology and 
information to help them learn even more effectively.

On behalf of the Oregon State University community and our many diverse 
stakeholders, I look forward to working with you during the coming year to advance  
the health, environmental well-being and economic prosperity of Oregon and the 
nation. We’re not done. The best is yet to come. Thank you for your ongoing service  
and support.

Sincerely, 

Edward J. Ray 
President
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Source: Association of Public and Land-Grant Universities (APLU) Council on Government Affairs (CGA), updated March 2015.

Federal Funding Priorities
FY 2014 FY 2015 

President’s
FY 2016 
Request

OSU’s 
FY 2016 
Request

Agriculture Bill $ in millions
Agriculture and Food Research Initiative (AFRI) 316.4 325 450 450

Hatch Act Funds 243.7 243.7 256 256

Smith-Lever Funds 3(b) and 3 (c ) 300 300 304 304

McIntire-Stennis Cooperative Forestry 33.9 34 34 35.5

Sun Grant 2 2.5 0 10

Commerce-Justice-Science Bill
National Science Foundation (NSF) 7,172 7,344 7,724 7,724

National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA),  
Science Mission Directorate 5,151 5,245 5,289 5,490

NASA, Space Grant Program 40 40 24 40

National Oceanographic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),  
Oceanic and Atmospheric Research (OAR) 416 433 485 485

NOAA, Sea Grant (includes Marine Aquaculture Program) 62 62.8 63.4 80

Department of Defense Bill
Department of Defense (DOD), Science and Technology (6.1-6.3) 12,185 12,414 12,265 12,801

DOD, Science and Technology, Basic Research (6.1) 2,167 2,279 2,088 2,430

DOD, Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency (DARPA) 2,778 2,915 2,973 2,973

Energy and Water Development Bill
Department of Energy (DOE), Office of Science 5,071 5,071 5,340 5,340

DOE, Advanced Research Projects Agency for Energy (ARPA-E) 280 280 325 325

DOE, Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy (EERE),  
Water Power R&D Account 54 58.6 62.5 82

Interior-Environment Bill
United States Geological Survey (USGS), Water Resources  
Research Institutes (WRRI) 6.5 6.5 6.5 8.8

Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), Office of Science  
and Technology 759 735 769 769

Labor-Health and Human Services-Education Bill
National Institutes of Health (NIH) 29,900 30,084 31,311 32,000 (+)

Department of Education (ED) Student Aid, Pell Grant — approp. amount [total max. 
individual award]

4,860 
[$5,730]

4,860 
[$5,775]

4,860 
[$5,915]

4,860 
[$5,915]

ED Student Aid, Supplemental Educational Opportunity Grant (SEOG) 733 733 733 757

ED Student Aid, Graduate Ed, Graduate Assistance in Areas of National Need (GAANN) 29 29.3 29.2 31

ED Student Aid, Federal Work Study 975 990 990 990

State-Foreign Operations  Bill
USAID, Feed the Future Innovation Labs 32 32 for 9 Labs Not referenced 65 for 25 Labs

Excellence by 
the Numbers 

30,000 STUDENTS
• Oregon’s statewide university 

serves students in Corvallis, Bend, 
Newport and Portland — and 
around the world online.

$285 MILLION IN RESEARCH
• OSU leads all other public research 

universities in Oregon, addressing 
global issues like climate change, 
health and wellness, food supply, 
renewable energy and advanced 
technology.

NATION’S TOP 5 ONLINE EDUCATION
• OSU Ecampus is ranked fifth out 

of 300 online bachelor’s degree 
programs nationwide by U.S. News 
& World Report.

NO. 7 GLOBAL AGRICULTURE AND 
FORESTRY PROGRAM

• The Top Universities International 
Survey of 3,000 universities placed 
Oregon State in the top 10 for the 
second straight year. 
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Oregon State University continues to serve our land grant mission through 
sustained investments in excellence, innovation and leadership. This results  
in significant achievements in the classroom, in our research facilities and in  
our communities.
A strong and sustained foundation of federal support is critical to our continued 
progress. In 2015, OSU will work with the Oregon congressional delegation, federal 
agencies and the Obama Administration to support federal programs, policies and 
funding opportunities that can:

• Increase and improve students’ access to higher education.
• Promote opportunities for research of state, national and global importance. 
• Expand our outreach activities to positively impact the communities we serve.

2015 Federal Priorities for 
the 114th Congress



OSU is the state’s largest public research 
university, with enrollment passing the 30,000 
mark in fall 2014. Out of a total enrollment of 
30,058, 24,383 students are in Corvallis, 1,172 
students are at OSU-Cascades in Bend, and 4,503 
students are taking classes exclusively online  
through Ecampus. OSU’s nearly 25,000 
undergraduate and more than 5,000 graduate 
and professional students come from every 
county in Oregon, all 50 states and U.S. territories 
and 109 foreign countries. 

Oregon State continues to attract high-achieving 
students, with 44 percent of incoming freshmen 
in 2014 having a high school GPA of 3.75 or higher. 
Among top academic achievers from Portland-
area high schools, 75 chose Oregon State in 
2014, more than any other university. Oregon 
State leads all public universities in Oregon in the 
number of Full-Time Equivalent (FTE) resident 
students. In fall 2014, OSU enrolled 15,218 FTE 
resident students in Corvallis and 517 in Bend, as 
compared to 15,426 at Portland State University 
and 11,353 at the University of Oregon.

Oregon State Student Enrollment by Oregon County*  
Fall 2014
Total students from Oregon*: 17,583
*Best estimation of assignment by county; does not reflect all Oregon resident students.
Source: Enrollment Summary Fall Term 2014, Office of Institutional Research, Oregon State 
University, November 2014.
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Total

Undergraduate 2,156 3,073 505 7 6,405 788 3,594 3,119 3,089 1,167 23,903

Graduate 397 332 180 329 1,212 195 234 28 259 392 12 840 4,410

First  
Professional 347 226 573

Total 2,553 3,405 685 336 7,617 983 3,828 375 3,378 3,481 238 840 1,167 28,886

Top 10 States — Fall 2014
Total out-of-state enrollment: 7,842**

Top 10 Foreign Countries — Fall 2014
Total international student enrollment: 3,247***

Oregon State University Fall Term 2014 Enrollment by Academic College* and Student Level

1 Oregon - 17,583

2 California - 2,560

3 Washington - 1,372

4 Hawaii - 378

5 Texas - 235

6 Colorado - 229

7 Idaho - 204

8 Nevada - 165

New York - 1609

Arizona - 15210

Thanks to an innovative collaboration with INTO University Partnerships, OSU’s international 
student population has more than tripled since 2008. In 2013, international enrollment grew 
to 3,247 students, a 13.6 percent increase over 2013, and international students make up more 
than 11 percent of the overall student population.

1 China - 1,430

2 Saudi Arabia - 305

3 South Korea - 130

4 India - 128

5 Iran - 97

6 Indonesia - 95

8 Oman - 77

7 Taiwan, Republic  
of China - 78

9

Kuwait - 5510

*Unduplicated headcount based upon student’s primary college.
**Residency based on student fee status.
***Foreign countries are based upon countries of citizenship.
Source: Enrollment Summary Fall Term 2014, Office of Institutional Research, Oregon State University, 
November 2014.

Japan - 55

30,058 students
Fall 2014 Enrollment

CORVALLIS
24,383 students

OSU-CASCADES
1,172 students

ECAMPUS
4,503 students

44%
of incoming freshmen have a high 
school GPA of 3.75 or higher.

High-Achieving 
Students 
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Type of Financial Aid Number of Students Amount
Pell Grants 8,596 $32,976,210 
Federal Work-Study Program 491 $841,430 
Federal Supplemental Education Opportunity Grants 1,942 $1,138,166 
Perkins Loans 2,028 $3,511,347 
Federal Ford Direct Loans 14,552 $151,051,246 

2013-14 Federal Financial Aid at Oregon State

6.1 
PERCENT

OSU’s 3-year default rate is 

compared to the national 
average of 14.7 percent.

Financial Aid by the Numbers

* Oregon State University Academic Year Fee Book 2014-15. Assume 15 credit hours. All majors except business, engineering and honors which have higher differential tuition.
**Oregon State University Academic Year Fee Book 2014-15. Assume 12 credit hours. All majors except business , engineering, master of public health and professional science 
masters, which have higher differential tuition.
Note: In FY 2013, the State Board of Higher Education approved a three-year phase out of the university’s tuition plateau in which students previously were not charged an 
additional amount for taking 13-16 credit hours. As of FY 2016, undergraduates will pay a standard rate for each credit hour taken.
Source: Oregon State University Office of Financial Aid and Scholarships, December 2014.

Tuition and Fees Per Student 

2013-14 Financial Aid Dollars 
Total: $251,497,304

Undergraduate* Graduate**
Resident Non-Resident Resident Non-Resident

FY 2010 $6,727 $19,651 $11,413 $17,488
FY 2015 $9,122 $26,294 $13,379 $21,425

Grants
$51,049,418
20%

Loans
$167,570,574
67%

Scholarships
$32,035,882
13%

Work Study
$841,430
<1%

of Oregon State University 
undergraduate and graduate students 
received need-based federal financial 
aid in the 2013-14 school year.

45%

98

Pell Grant  
Recipients

Total Pell Grant  
Payments

% of Tuition Fees 
(Undergraduate Residents)  

Covered by Maximum Pell Grant

2009-10 5,789 $22,730,066 80%
2013-14 8,596 $32,976,210 66%

Pell Grants
Academic  

Year



University Innovation Alliance
In 2014, Oregon State University helped 
launch the University Innovation Alliance, 
an effort with 10 other major public 
research universities to raise first-year 
retention and six-year completion rates for 
first-generation students, students of color 
and students from low-income families. 

Access to higher education and student 
success have long been a priority for 
Oregon State President Ed Ray, himself 
a first-generation college student. “This 
alliance is near and dear to my heart 
because I know firsthand how important 
it is to provide mentoring and resources 
for these students,” Ray says. “Oregon 
State has some innovative and successful 
programs, and we look forward to 
sharing our ideas and learning from other 
institutions ways we can do even more.” 

Studies show the United States will face 
a shortage of at least 16 million college 
graduates by 2025. Alliance members are 
focused on addressing this gap at a time 
when public funding for higher education 
has been decreasing. They are working 
collaboratively to identify and test new 
program models that can significantly 
increase student admission, retention and 
graduation rates while managing costs and 
providing high-quality academics.

Innovations in STEM 
Education
For 28 years, Oregon State’s Science and 
Math Investigative Learning Experiences 
(SMILE) program has provided learning 
opportunities in the STEM fields —  
science, technology, engineering and  
math — to underrepresented and 
educationally underserved students in 
Oregon’s rural communities. 

SMILE has served more than 7,500 students 
in grades four through 12, with significant 
state and federal support, including Oregon 
4-H and the federal GEAR-UP program. 
Also, with help from the NOAA-funded 
Cooperative Institute for Oceanographic 
Satellite Studies and Oregon Sea Grant, an 
ocean-based curriculum is now available 
for high school students.

The U.S. Department of Education named 
Oregon State one of the winners of the 
2012 Together for Tomorrow Challenge for 
its support of struggling schools and its 
positive impact on improving participating 
students’ high school graduation and 
college enrollment rates. 

Creating Opportunity, Supporting Success, 
Developing Leaders 

College of Agricultural Sciences 
Oregon State is the first university in the 
nation with a working research winery, 
brewery and distillery. A student-developed 
brown ale — Trilogy 3 — won the Gold 
Award at the prestigious 2014 European 
Beer Star competition in Germany. 

College of Business 
Austin Hall, the new home for the 
College of Business, opened last fall. The 
100,000-square-foot, state-of the-art 
facility includes a 250-seat auditorium, 
classrooms, project rooms and multiple 
collaborative areas to serve students, 
alumni, faculty and business partners.

Oregon State University’s outstanding 
faculty and academic programs 
increasingly attract Oregon’s top 
students, as well as those from all 50 
states and more than 100 countries. 
Oregon State offers more than 200 
undergraduate and 100 graduate degree 
programs through its 13 colleges, 
including the University Honors College, 
one of only a handful of degree-granting 
honors programs in the nation.

College of Earth, Ocean, and  
Atmospheric Sciences 
Oregon State is leading the design, 
deployment and operation of the Endurance 
Array, a network of ocean buoys and gliders 
off the Oregon and Washington coast 
that will provide real-time ocean data to 
researchers, educators and the public. 

College of Education 
The College of Education’s FIESTAS program 
helps undergraduate and graduate students 
learn to teach STEM subjects — science, 
technology, engineering and math — to a 
diverse group of K-12 students and their 
families in communities throughout Oregon.

College of Engineering 
The College of Engineering finds solutions 
that make people’s lives better, leading 
research in earthquake resilience, advanced 
robotics, clean drinking water, thin-film 
technology and other areas. Students have 
multiple opportunities for hands-on learning 
through internships and research. 

College of Forestry 
QS World University Rankings named Oregon 
State seventh in the world in forestry and 
agriculture. The planned Oregon Forest 
Science Complex will accelerate education 
and research on sustainable wood 
construction materials that can be used in 
high-rise buildings. 

Graduate School 
More than 4,500 Oregon State students 
are enrolled in 80 graduate programs. The 
Graduate School is steadily growing — by 
nearly 1,000 students in the past five 
years — at a time when enrollment is flat or 
declining at other universities.

College of Liberal Arts
The College of Liberal Arts provides 
instruction, internships, experiential 
learning and research in areas such as 

communications, the arts, critical thinking, 
writing, teamwork, social, ethical and public 
issues that are essential to students’ careers 
and community involvement.

College of Pharmacy 
Third-year pharmacy students, in 
collaboration with Oregon Health & Science 
University, are helping underserved people 
in Portland and Medford receive health care 
assistance through the Interprofessional 
Care Access Network (I-CAN) project. 

College of Public Health and 
Human Sciences 
Oregon State has Oregon’s first and only 
accredited college of public health. The 
college uniquely connects public health 
teaching and research to the OSU Extension 
Service, 4-H and other community outreach 
efforts in each of Oregon’s 36 counties. 

College of Science 
The College of Science is leveraging existing 
strengths in statistical, mathematical and 
computational sciences to become an 
international leader in big data analytics, 
transforming a variety of data into practical 
knowledge to address challenges in health, 
sustainability and the economy. 

College of Veterinary Medicine 
Fourth-year veterinary students complete a 
three-week hospital rotation at the Oregon 
Humane Society in Portland, gaining real-
world experience performing surgeries, 
diagnosing cases and observing patients. 
Students have completed nearly 80,000 
surgeries since the program began in 2007. 

University Honors College 
The University Honors College is ranked 
among the top 22 honors colleges in the 
nation by the Public University Press. The 
Honors College has grown to about 1,100 
students and has been instrumental in 
attracting more high-achieving students to 
Oregon State. 

Oregon State 
University 
Colleges: 
Leading by 
Example
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Oregon State’s 
Research 
Enterprise

Industry

Federal Agencies

Total Research Grants and ContractsResearch Grants 
And Contracts

TOTAL AMOUNTS IN RESEARCH GRANTS  
AND CONTRACTS IN FY 2014
$285 million

LICENSING AND ROYALTY INCOME
In FY14, business payments to license patented 
technologies for product development reached nearly 
$6 million, more than double what the university 
received in 2010. OSU patents for transparent 
transistors, wheat varieties and formaldehyde-free 
adhesives generated most of that income.

INDUSTRY REVENUE
Industry funding from grants and contracts 
contributed to more than $37 million for research, 
product testing, licenses and royalties for the use of 
patented technologies.

DEVELOPMENT
17 new startup companies: Agility Robotics, Baker 
Seed Technologies Inc., Bauer Labs, Beet Inc., Bosky, 
Carts and Tools, EnergIndependence, Fan Together, 
Galaxy Single Molecule Diffraction LLC, Irrigation for 
the Future, MuTherm, OilExTech, Onboard Dynamics, 
TAPS, Valliscor, Vicolo and Waste2Watergy. 
68 new patent applications were submitted. 
62 new invention disclosures were submitted.

REVENUE
$5,938,265 in licensing income was generated from 
commercialization activities.

AGREEMENTS
5 option agreements with startup companies 
83 exclusive and nonexclusive license agreements 
71 industry contracts

Source: OSU Office for Commercialization and Corporate 
Development.

OREGON STATE RESEARCH EXTENDS AROUND  
THE WORLD
Oregon State University continues to expand 
the size, scope and global impact of its research 
enterprise, growing by 8 percent in 2013-14. The 
$285 million in grants and contracts for 2014, 
which includes a record $37 million from private 
industry, reflect a research portfolio that is deep 
and wide. 

For example:

• Technology firms are working with Oregon State 
researchers and spinoff companies to make 
semiconductors and display screens faster, less 
expensive and more environmentally friendly.

• Pharmacists and other health care providers 
are working with Oregon State scientists to 
make advances in pharmaceuticals, medical 
isotopes, reproductive care and diet that save 
lives and money.

• New production methods developed at Oregon 
State are showing up in forest products, trans-
portation, electronics, energy and agriculture.

These accomplishments are the result of 
partnerships extending from Oregon and across 
North America to Asia, Europe, South America and 
Africa. And their impacts, which improve people’s 
lives, protect the environment and drive economic 
growth, are global as well.

FY10 FY11 FY12 FY13 FY14

$288,266,703

$275,931,348

$280,885,957

$263,431,625

$284,618,884

FY10 FY11 FY12 FY13 FY14

$184,763,945
$183,689,996

$176,415,497

$153,777,287

$170,547,940

FY10 FY11 FY12 FY13 FY14

$24,851,216
$25,099,496

$35,189,705
$35,991,547

$37,226,833

OSU Federal Agency Awards – FY 2013-14
Total Federal Agency Awards: $170,547,940 

USDA
$33,485,419 | 20%

DOD
$14,548,905 | 9%

DOE
$14,196,940 | 8%

EPA
$1,764,291 | 1%

DOI
$4,788,810 | 3%

NASA
$6,315,593 | 4%

DOT
$2,789,383 | 2%

ED
$3,021,940 | 2%

HHS
$21,929,575| 13%

NOAA
$8,222,711 | 5%

NSF
$53,319,060 | 31%

USAID
$2,000,000 | 1%

Other
$1,221,355 | 1%

OSU Externally Funded Awards – FY 2013-14
Total: $284,618,884

Federal Agencies
$170,547,940 | 60%

State of Oregon
$8,196,228 | 3%

Local Government
$930,460 | <1%

Industry Gifts
$2,954,162 | 1%

Industry
$7,234,793 | 3%

Other State
$358,688 | <1%

OSU Affiliated 
Foundations
$7,145,793 | 3%
Nonprofits and 
Private Foundations
$7,191,175 | 3%

Research Cooperatives
$2,296,916 | 1%

Foreign Government
$979,033 | <1%

State Appropriations
$49,566,234 | 17%

Testing
$12,015,840 | 4%

Licensing and Royalty 
Income
$5,938,265 | 2%

Federal Appropriations
$9,263,357  | 3%

DOC
$2,943,958 | 2%
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Oregon State’s Advantage Accelerator program is 
turning ideas and research into successful companies. 
Four startup businesses based on university research 
and community ideas graduated from the program in 
2014, and the Advantage Accelerator plans to accept  
15 to 20 new companies this year. 

Among the businesses completing the program is 
Valliscor, which is already producing and selling its first 
products. The Corvallis-based chemical manufacturing 
company licensed technology developed at Oregon State 
to produce high-value chemicals for the pharmaceutical, 
agricultural, polymer and electronics industries.

Onboard Dynamics in Bend has also completed 
the Advantage Accelerator program. It is a spinoff 
of research initially funded by the Department of 
Energy at OSU-Cascades’ Energy Systems Laboratory. 
The technology uses a vehicle’s own engine as a 
compressor so it can be fueled with economical, 
abundant, clean-burning natural gas. This innovation 
has the potential to reshape the automotive industry, 
and Onboard Dynamics is working with the Deschutes 
County Road Department on a demonstration test fleet.

The Advantage Accelerator provides multiple resources 
to help launch successful startups. The rigorous 
program includes mentoring from industry and 
entrepreneurial experts, consulting sessions, access to 
seed grants and the OSU Venture Fund, meetings with 
active investors, workshops and networking events.

“The OSU Advantage Accelerator program was very 
helpful, and their mentorship was really first-rate,” 
says Valliscor CEO Rich Carter, who also chairs the 
Department of Chemistry in the Oregon State College 
of Science. “They helped us develop the necessary 
tools to become a functioning company.”

Advantage 
Accelerator Turns 
Ideas into Companies

The Oregon State University Advantage

ADVANTAGE 
ACCELERATOR
Turn a great idea 
into a successful 
startup

ADVANTAGE 
PARTNERSHIPS
Access OSU 
faculty and 
student talent

ADVANTAGE 
IMPACT
Research solutions 
and bring new 
products to market

The world’s oceans belong to everyone, and their health is critical 
to our future. Oregon State University is addressing the challenges 
facing oceans through the Marine Studies Initiative, which will include 
new development at the Hatfield Marine Science Center in Newport. 
This university-wide commitment will pioneer a new research, 
teaching and outreach model to benefit our oceans, students, 
communities and the world. 

Oregon State has long held a reputation for excellence in marine 
science research and graduate education. This initiative will increase 
our understanding of ocean systems while promoting sustainability 
and addressing issues such as climate change, food security and 
safety, renewable energy production, natural resources management 
and hazards including seismic events and tsunamis. Through a 
partnership between coastal community colleges, government 
agencies, businesses and others, the Marine Studies Initiative will 
create economic prosperity by promoting local industries including 
fishing, tourism, forestry and renewable energy.

The Marine Studies Initiative includes a new 100,000-square foot, 
state-of-the-art research and teaching facility at the Hatfield Marine 
Science Center. By 2025, 500 students will be in residence in Newport 
for hands-on learning and research that incorporates both the natural 
and social sciences.

“Oregon State University is investing in an innovative education and 
research model that partners students and faculty with leaders in 
local government, business and resource agencies to address pressing 
issues facing the world’s oceans,” says Bob Cowen, HMSC director.

Marine Studies 
Initiative: 
Sustaining the 
World’s Oceans 
for Future 
Generations

1514



Maintaining the health of the world’s oceans for future 
generations is an immediate, global challenge. Oregon 
State University is a world leader in ocean-related 
research in such key areas as the impacts of climate 
change, ocean warming and acidification, conservation 
biology of marine species, coral health, microbial 
dynamics and marine renewable energy. 

Ocean Observatories Initiative 
Oregon State has been selected by the National Science 
Foundation to lead the Pacific Northwest operations of 
the national Ocean Observatories Initiative (OOI). This 
long-term, multi-scale network of sensor systems 
measures physical, chemical, geological and biological 
variables in the ocean and seafloor. Data collection and 
research at the coastal, regional and global levels will 
improve detection and forecasting of environmental 
changes, as well as the effects on biodiversity, coastal 
ecosystems and climate. 

Endurance Array
Oregon State’s contribution to the OOI is the Endurance 
Array. It includes a network of undersea gliders that can 
collect data on ocean health conditions from nearshore 
waters and transmit it to onshore laboratories in 
Newport, Oregon and Grays Harbor, Washington. In 
partnership with Woods Hole Institute and Scripps 
Institution of Oceanography, Oregon State is also 
operating an OOI observatory southwest of Seattle that 
uses a fiber optic network to connect dozens of seafloor 
instruments across the Juan de Fuca tectonic plate. This 
will enable monitoring of seismic activity on an active 
underwater volcano. Construction of the Endurance 
Array is scheduled for completion in mid 2015.

Ocean Observatories 
Increase 
Understanding of 
Ocean Health
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The future of the nation and the world depend on our ability to develop 
sustainable materials and renewable sources of energy. Oregon State’s 
research on advanced wood products design and manufacturing 
provides critical construction materials for the future built environment. 

Oregon State is building on its international reputation as a premier 
natural resources university through a $60 million initiative to accelerate 
forestry education and research on advanced wood products. The 
Oregon Forest Science Complex will include an Advanced Wood Products 
Laboratory with large-scale performance testing, computer-controlled 
and robotic manufacturing systems and a pilot plant designed as a 
learning laboratory for students.

The initiative will capitalize on growing global demand for sustainable 
wood construction materials. New research will focus on cross-laminated 
timbers, which can replace steel or concrete in high-rise construction 
and are gaining acceptance in Austria, Norway, Canada and New Zealand. 

These new, competitively priced, environmentally friendly products will not 
only increase the value of Oregon’s natural resources, but also grow jobs in 
rural communities and provide substantial benefits to the entire state.

Oregon State University has recognized expertise in the fields of 
robotics, remote sensing and large-scale data analytics that is 
helping to drive advancements in autonomous systems, including 
Unmanned Aerial Systems (UAS). 

At the national level, Oregon State is a collaborator for one of six 
test sites administered by the Federal Aviation Administration to 
inform the process for integrating UAS safely into the National 
Airspace System. The Pan-Pacific UAS Test Range Complex is a 
collaboration of university, state government and private industry 
partners in Alaska, Hawaii and Oregon, as well as the Confederated 
Tribes of Warm Springs. Oregon is home to three sites located in 
Tillamook, Pendleton and Warm Springs. 

Unmanned Aerial Systems for research and commercial use have 
significant potential for economic growth in the Pacific Northwest. 
For example, UAS equipped with cameras and sensors could be 
used to observe snow pack, forests and coastal environments, 
monitor crops, support search-and-rescue operations and 
respond to emergencies and natural disasters. The UAS industry 
already employs more than 400 people in Oregon and has an 
annual statewide economic impact estimated at $81 million.

Built on Great 
Ideas: Forestry 
Plans for New 
Research 
Complex

Unmanned 
Aerial Systems 
Research  
Takes Off
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We rely on the land and sea for food, fiber, fuel and ecosystem 
processes that maintain the planet’s health. Climate change and 
its impacts on the world’s ecosystems is one of the greatest 
challenges of the 21st century, and Oregon State University is 
finding solutions through big data analytics, as well as ecological 
and economic modeling.

For example, John Antle, a professor of applied economics 
in the College of Agricultural Sciences, has created Tradeoff 
Analysis Minimum Data models (TOA-MD) to help farmers project 
future climate variability on crop yields so they can maintain 
sustainable food production and promote food security. Improved 
understanding of climate variability can also inform strategies to 
maintain and restore critical ecosystem functions.

This research is essential to protecting Oregon’s natural resources 
and diverse agriculture sector. Oregon ranks among the top five 
states in potatoes, wheat, orchard fruits, grass seed and nursery 
plants, along with Christmas trees and Dungeness crab. Such 
diversity is an economic strength. Because Oregon’s crops and 
commodities have vastly different climate needs, accurate data 
and forecasting models are imperative to producers, researchers, 
policymakers and the public to increase production and reduce 
environmental impacts. 

Sustaining Oregon’s 
Natural Resources 
Through Advanced 
Research Models

By 2025, Oregon is projected to have the nation’s fourth highest 
proportion of older adults. Oregon State University’s healthy aging 
research couldn’t come at a better time.

Patrick Chiang, an assistant professor in the College of Engineering’s 
School of Electrical Engineering and Computer Science (EECS), has 
designed a sensor that can be worn on clothing or applied to the skin. The 
sensor tracks a person’s indoor movements to provide continuous safety 
monitoring for falls and other concerns. Additional sensors are in the works 
that can track how much people eat, how well they sleep and whether 
or not they’ve taken their medications. The goal is to help older adults 
continue living independently while giving family members peace of mind.

Falls are a constant worry among older adults. Each year, one-third of 
adults 65 and older fall, according to the U.S. Centers for Disease Control. 
Mike Pavol, an associate professor in the College of Public Health and 
Human Sciences, uses technology to train people not to fall. Through 
studies in Oregon State’s Biomechanics Lab, he has determined that 
responding to a slippery surface or a tripping hazard by taking a step can 
help people recover their balance and avoid a fall. Pavol envisions making 
a step-training software application for older adults to use in their homes. 

The National Institute on Aging estimates that people age 65 and older 
will outnumber those under 18 by 2017. Oregon State researchers are 
helping them remain healthy and self-reliant for as long as possible. 

An Independent 
Future for 
an Aging 
Population
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100+ YEARS OF SERVICE 
TO OREGONIANS AND THE 
OREGON ECONOMY

Oregon State University’s 
three Statewide Public Service 
Programs — the OSU Extension 
Service, Agricultural Experiment 
Station and Forest Research 
Laboratory — have been 
improving quality of life and 
bolstering the state’s economy 
for more than a century.

Serving Oregon’s  
36 counties
Since 1911, the OSU Extension Service has 
provided research-based educational 
programs across the state. A total of 
183 Extension faculty are located on the 
Corvallis campus and in each of Oregon’s 36 
counties. Programs focused on agriculture, 
family and community health, forestry, 4-H 
youth development and marine resources 
help Oregonians of all ages and in both 
rural and urban settings solve problems, 
develop skills and manage resources wisely. 
A statewide network of more than 14,000 
volunteers works with OSU Extension 
Service faculty to lead programs such as 
4-H, Master Gardener, nutrition and health 
assistance and others. The OSU Extension 
Service provides educational outreach via 
farmers markets, hotlines, workshops, email 
and in-person consultations at its county 
offices. It reported more than 2 million such 
interactions last year.

Statewide 
Public 
Service 
Programs

MILLION

OVER2
Source: OSU Extension, July 2014.

Hatch Act: The Hatch Act of 1887 established a sustainable federal 
funding stream for state agricultural experiment stations. The 
Hatch Act authorized direct payment of federal grant funds to 
each state to establish agricultural experiment stations under the 
direction of each state’s land grant college. These funds provide 
each state with basic infrastructure, scientific expertise and 
facilities for conducting research. Hatch Act FY14 funding was 
$3,832,998 for Oregon State and $243,701,000 nationwide.

Smith-Lever Act: The Smith-Lever Act of 1914 established a stable 
federal funding stream for cooperative extension programs. 
Current extension education programs are creating social, 
economic and environmental benefits. Extension programs 
contribute to economic growth; sustainable agricultural, forestry 
and marine production methods; improved health and wellness 

of limited-income populations; positive rural development; 
and disaster management, responding to the diverse needs of 
Oregonians. Smith-Lever Act FY14 funding was $4,633,203 for 
Oregon State and $271,600,000 nationwide.

McIntire-Stennis Act: The McIntire-Stennis Act of 1962 provides 
ongoing federal funds in a federal-state partnership to support 
university-level forestry research. Research efforts of faculty and 
graduate students have focused on sustainable, healthy forests 
that provide economic, social and ecosystem benefits to the 
state, region and nation. The scientific results and management 
technologies developed from a variety of research activities are 
delivered to policy makers, forest managers, forest land owners 
and other scientists. McIntire-Stennis Act FY14 funding was 
$1,096,008 for Oregon State and $33,961,000 nationwide.

OSU Campuses

OSU Extension Offices

OSU Research and Extension Centers*

Oregon Agricultural Experiment Station Sites

Oregon Forest Research Laboratory Sites
*Colocation of AES and Extension faculty

OREGON STATE UNIVERSITY has a presence in each of  
Oregon’s 36 counties. The 64 physical locations are 
supplemented by the virtual presence of OSU Extended 
Campus and Oregon Open Campus programs, making  
the university a vital partner in workforce and economic  
development, locally focused research, public health 
assistance and other issues.

Oregon is our campus

Hatch, Smith-Lever and McIntire-Stennis Act funds are distributed according to a statutory formula to 
each of the 50 states. A dollar-for-dollar match is required from the states, but many jurisdictions provide 
a greater amount.

14,248
volunteers

interactions  
with Oregonians
every year

183
faculty
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A top-five ranking by U.S. News & World Report in January 2015 is the latest accolade for 
Oregon State University’s Ecampus online degree programs. Widely considered among the 
nation’s best providers of online education, Ecampus is an essential component in serving 
Oregon State’s land grant mission of accessible education, outreach and engagement.

Ecampus partners with 10 Oregon State colleges and nearly 600 world-class faculty to 
deliver more than 40 degrees and programs online. All Ecampus students earn an Oregon 
State University degree — with the same transcript and diploma as on-campus students.

Ecampus serves learners in all 50 states and more than 40 countries, including working 
professionals, stay-at-home parents, military personnel and those returning to school to 
finish their degrees. While most Ecampus students are distance learners who cannot attend 
courses at Oregon State’s Corvallis or Bend campuses, Ecampus also serves on-campus 
students who take an occasional online course due to a schedule conflict or preference 
for online learning. All Ecampus students have access to career services, student success 
counseling, 24/7 online tutoring, OSU Libraries and other support resources.

Ecampus continues to win recognition as one of the nation’s top-tier online programs 
based on academic quality, student engagement, faculty credentials, student satisfaction 
and other criteria.

Oregon State Ecampus recent national honors:

• Best Online Bachelor’s Program — U.S. News & World Report (2014, 2015)
• Smart Choice 25 Best Online Colleges — SuperScholar (2012, 2013, 2014) 
• Nation’s Best Public Online Colleges — Affordable Colleges Online (2013) 
• The 25 Best Online Colleges — TheBestSchools.org (2012)
• Top 20 Online Colleges — TheBestColleges.org (2011) 

Oregon State University’s branch campus in Bend continues making 
progress toward its expansion this year to a four-year university that 
will serve the education, economic and community needs of Central 
Oregon. More than 100 community members, civic leaders, faculty 
and students were involved in planning OSU-Cascades’ new campus, a 
10-acre parcel in southwest Bend. The site plan includes buildings for 
academic space, dining and student housing to accommodate close to 
2,000 students.

OSU-Cascades will welcome its first freshmen class in fall 2015.

OSU-Cascades: 
Oregon State 
University in 
Central Oregon

1,172 enrolled 
students, including 
980 upper division and 
graduate students and 
192 attending classes 
at Central Oregon 
Community College 
(COCC)

459 students 
completed internships, 
practicums and study 
abroad programs 
with businesses, 
organizations and 
agencies in Central 
Oregon and around 
the world

36% 
of students are the first 
in their family to attend 
college

18 
undergraduate majors 
offered

2,408 
DEGREES  
awarded since founding 
in 2001

$2.17 
MILLION 
awarded in scholarships 
since 2001 through the 
OSU Foundation

$2.5 
MILLION  
in grant funding 
awarded to further 
research in energy, 
teaching, mental health 
and natural resources

OSU-
CASCADES 
BY THE 
NUMBERS

#5 
online bachelor’s degree 
program in the nation

19 
undergraduate degrees

22 
graduate programs

900+ 
online classes

500+ 
faculty partners

15,470 
students who took one or more 
Ecampus classes in 2013-14

1,900+ 
students who have earned an 
Oregon State University degree 
online since 2002

5 
years in a row Ecampus has 
been ranked one of the nation’s 
best online universities

Oregon State University 
Ecampus: A Top-Tier 
Education Online

Ecampus 
by the 
Numbers
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Oregon State Payroll  
by County 2014
Total payroll from Oregon: 
$400,531,425

Source: OSU Office of Human Resources.

Includes all paid Oregon State University 
faculty and staff, student employees 
and graduate assistants. Does not 
include OSU Foundation or OSU Alumni 
Association employees.
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Oregon State Alumni Count 
by County 2014
Total Alumni from Oregon: 99,109

Source: Active Alumni Demographic Data 
report, OSU Foundation, December 2014.

OSU’s impact reaches across Oregon and the world
As Oregon’s statewide and largest university, OSU has a broad economic impact 
that reaches across Oregon, the nation and the world. And it continues to grow.

Oregon State education, research and engagement programs contributed 
$2.371 billion to the global economy in 2014. That includes $2.232 billion added 
to the Oregon economy and 31,660 jobs created statewide. The university’s 
global economic footprint has grown by $311 million — a 15 percent increase — 
since 2011.

Statewide 
Economic 
Impacts

31,660 jobs
Statewide Job Creation in 2014

DIRECT IMPACT
22,170 jobs | 70%

INDIRECT IMPACT
2,720 jobs | 8.6%

INDUCED IMPACT
6,770 jobs | 21.4%

$1.291 billion

Money OSU Infused into the 
Oregon Economy in 2014

PAYROLL
$571 million | 44.2%

GOODS & SERVICES 
PURCHASED
$208 million | 16.1%

CAPITAL CONSTRUCTION
$154 million | 12%

STUDENT SPENDING
$318 million | 24.6%

VISITOR SPENDING
$40 million | 3.1%

Statewide Economic Impact in 2014
$2.232 billion

DIRECT IMPACT
$973 million | 43.6%

INDIRECT IMPACT
$424.2 million | 19%

INDUCED IMPACT
$834.8 million | 37.4%

SOURCE: ECONorthwest analysis of 2014 Oregon State University expenditure data, 
visitor data, student enrollment data and 2013 Oregon Travel Impacts Study/Dean 
Runyon and Associates. 

How Oregon State’s impact was measured
Economic consulting firm ECONorthwest analyzed data provided by the university and 
calculated the impact of Oregon State’s expenditures, employment, student enrollment 
and visitors. The university’s economic footprint comes from three sources: 

•  Direct impacts result from Oregon State spending on operations, goods and 
services, capital construction and payroll. 

•  Indirect impacts result from companies purchasing additional supplies or hiring 
additional employees to support spending by Oregon State. 

•  Induced impacts result from the purchasing power of Oregon State employees.
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